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ABSTRACT . ‘ — R
o ' . This paper deéscribes the development of the survey of o
Pupil Opinion, an attitude-assessment instrument adapted to the I '
reading and "palatability" levels of high sc¢hool students in
compensatory programs..An initial pool of 100 items assumed to ‘
reflect "attitude toward school" was reduced to a 30-item instrument..
Results revealed that, for each of three factors--sociall .
participatian, perception of teachers, ahd self as student--the
lowest mean score was obtained by the students who later dropped out
of school. A copy of the instrument and tabulations and a graph of =~
the three factor mean scores and the total mean score are included.
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DEVELOPMFNT OF AN. INSTRU ILNT

TO ASSESS ATTITUDES OF HIGH SCHOOL: STUDEN‘I‘S
r IN COMPENSATORY PROGRANS

s

Marian T. Kilbane - -
‘Cleveland Public Schools - .
" Cleveland, Ohio , -

-
", .
' i

PURPOSE' OF, 'I,‘HB SI’UDY

w ¢

e ; T"nis study was conoerned with the search for a measure-'

b’

‘ment device that could be applied in evaluatlng school- related atti-" _

tudes of high school students part1c1pat1ng :n Title I proJects. |

" ‘.

|
Desired characrerlstlcs of the proposed mstrument '

were
\ . 1. TItems refiectiné ."attitude tonard‘school'“
_ ' .2.' Vocabulary level . approprla ‘e to reading. .
c e | . - .range of grades four through n1ne,
DA . 3. Few if any ,.1tems v1ewed by students as o

K . ‘ ‘ :mapproprlate or offen51ve

b 4. Adm1n1stratlon t1me of thlrty m1nutes or
' ' less;

. . 5. ,Relatlve ease of admlnlstratlon and scorlng o ‘ ' ' ;
g : » ! . N :
Examinatioti*of commer<:1a11y a’vallable 1nstrumen*s led

—-to-the. conclusmn that such. 1nstruments__d1d not_ adequately r_e‘f.lect L o ,*___
LS } -
the des1red character1st1cs. Efforts were then focused on develop-

ing an apf ropriate instrument. The present study reports the results

'of these efforts. - B s
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INS'IRU\iLNT DLVLL‘OPMLNT o o . : o,
, | Instrument development began with the' generatlon of‘a pool’

of 100 items assumed to reflect attxtude toward scbool and perceptlon

of self-as-—student. The pool was "b01led down" to a th1rty _five Jtem

preliminary ins’trume_nt‘.' 'l'o-field-test "readebll_ll_ty", the prehmma_.ry:

version was administered to five classes of low achieving seventh grade

students (one class in each of five schools). Students v q'uestions and
comments (1'nmed1ately follow:mg the' survey administration) 1nd1cated

1

items that were 1oo amblguous, too d1ff1cult had unfamiliar terms,etc.
Subsequently, five of the 1tems were deleted, several 1tems were re-
worded, and the Jesultmg th1rty ‘items we¥® combined to form the Survey

.of Pupll Op1n10n.1 o
. _ |
The sw:vey was then aemnlstered to 366 “low- acluevmg seventh-

grade students in six Ju\uor 1{1311 schools and 251 low ach1ev1ng students |

(most of whom were in tenth grade) 1n five senior h1gh schools. (Stu-~
dents entored survey reSp\'\sgs on a machme scorable -answer sheet) . For

140 of the tenth-—grade tudent.s retest data were col/‘ected after a two-

~.
week tlme lapse. Responses were scored on a scale WWf 1 (least pOSltlve)

\. ’ : N
to 5 (most p051t1ve) S :

T Separate factor analys"érwere applled~to~the-—data—from~‘the‘two N
- 1\ ’

'pupll groups .i.e., grade seven and grade ten, respondents. - The grade seven .

results were. 1nc<mclu51ve and contradlctory. (B g., "I thmk school }g
‘fun" factored wnh "I W1sh 1 could quit school '. . ')f The grade ten }é;&u,s "
yielded three factors 1nvolvrng twenty-four of the original thirty 1tems.
, The factors were de51gnated Soclal Partlcrpatlon (seven J,tems), Perceptlon

of Teacher (nine 1tems),. and Perception of Self-as-Student (cight itoms). 2

'1~Appendix 1 ; ) _ |
2I\ppcndix 2 n ' ~2- e 3




The test-retest date were correlated (using total scofe on

the twenty-four factor items) and yiclded T = .71,

APPLICAI‘ION OF THL INSI‘RU\lb\I'l

At the begmmng of the followmg school ycar, the survey wbas'
admmlstered to 228 tcnth grade students in four senior hlgh schools.

_The students, partlclpants in a T1t]e I "Learning Laboratory" pro;ect,

i ’ ¥
-y

were from h1gh-povcrty areas, and were characterlzed by prlor hlstones'

of low achlevement and sporadlc attendance.

D

By the end of the school year, the 'students had "sortcd them-
selves" -into four groups: 1) dropped out of scnool (N=18), 2) fa11ed _to

adJust/progress 1n the Learnmg Lah aﬁ‘d returned to the regular school
program (N 63), -3) adJusted well to Learnlng Lab and remalned in the *

l

.prOJect (\l 123), 4) moved to a Non-Tltlc I school and tentatlvely ddenti-
| fied as "upwardly mob11e" (N 24) |

L . For each student in the or1g1na1 sample, a mean score was‘com-
puted for each of the ‘three factors and for the tota1 of twenty four
" -items. The range of pOSSlble mean scores was 1 (most negatlve) to 5
PO

(most p051t1ve) The three factor mean scores and the total mean score

were then computed for ecach of the four student groups..

RESULTS g T IR

k]

Results, summarized in T'able 1, revealed that: °

1. For each of the three factors, the lowest mean
score was obtained by the students who later
“dropped out of school; highest mean scores
wvere attained by the students who later moved e
‘to better socio-cconomic areas. A

2, Girls Jiad higher mean scores on cach of the
‘three factors than did boys. This pattern
was evidenced by both the students who drop-
ped out and the students, who remained in school.

1.‘.,..*
.




3. Boys’ scores’ rcflected a greater range among
the mecans of the four student groups than
was true of glrls. ¢

4, Within each of the four student groups the :
highest mean score attached to the "self-as- . ' : : R
student" factor, The factors of "social
'part1c1pat10n" and “teachers" reflected rela-
tively little differcnce in mean- scores. -

CONCLUSIO\JS o - = ' L

’ " The results of - the study 1nd1cated that the Survey of Pup114
0p1nron tnpped three dlmensmns of school- related att1tude. W:.thln a
highly constrxc{:ed sample of tenth grhde students, the mstrument |
appeared to dlfferentlate between students who remained in school.and
, students who later dropped out of school. Tlus f1nd1ng suggests that |
the Survey of Pup11 Oplmon may proude a useful ‘tool for 1dent1fy1ng
potentlal drOpouts. » ‘
Further 1nvest1gat10n is needed to determme the ut111ty of
the 1nstrument with students representmg a broader range of the secon-

dary-school ‘populatmn. ‘ P sl
. . “
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- APPENDIX 1
Form ‘B-1 ' o . |
Division of Research and Development - - : . : . _
Cleveland Public Schools ' ' . :
\ . 4
i SURVEY OF PUPIL OFINION .
- Here are some statéments about school. ‘Read each statement
carefully and then mark the space on your answcr shect that shows how you §
N feel about the s:tatement. There arc no wrong ansWers.,\Youp true opinion -

 whatever it is, is the right answer. . ) ) \‘

Mark only one answer for each ctatement. \Do not skip any

" questions.

be sure that the number on

the answer sheet matches the ques- .

K tion number w

hen you mark your answer. There is no limit.

spaces_are dettered from A to E like this: At C D E.

There are five answer spaces fcr each quest

ion.

\

\'\

You will be

piven as much time as you need to answer all the questionév When you
finish onc page, go on to the next page. - Vo £

‘The answer

1

Use this key to mark youETans&crs;j

B-Most of

- A-Always
o the Time

Ever

C-Somctimes D-Hard}yy Ji-Never ,

i
|

]

i

1, Chances are good that I'll succeed in school.
2.1 like'to read- . ; A

3. Teachers are fair. = g
. . 3 . . N )
4. School is a waste of time.

5. My parénts look at my'repbrfvchrd. 3

6. 1 thiﬁk school is funi. IR | .
7. The school rules make sense.

8._I'ha§e algodd ;ime ip school.

9.'Studcnts in this, school are friendly.

10. I watch the clock during class.




© APPENDIX 1

- “Form B-1

cont'd

N,

N\

. ’ \ .
Use this key to mariki your answers:

D-Hardly _E-Never '

30.

. A-Always B-Most of C-Sometimes
- the Tim2 . Evor
'_11. nI think T'm doing betéz;hin school’
this year t@gnnl did last year. )
12, I’do'oy aeeignments on time. \ ;
13. Tcachcr$~cxp€ct"tooqych of students. . _
“>l4. I ask.my teacﬁe;s for help. v ;///Q/t ’
15. MxAEeecherﬁﬁgQQerstand oe. L
16, School is boring. | i
17, 1 take my schoolwork serlougly '
'18. Teachers give me' the help I neod 1n schoo] .
19¢o.My\teachcrs play~favor1tes. .
20, I 11ke my *eachers.
21. My teachers plck on me too much
"22._.My teachers can take a joke,:
23. I look forward to my classes.‘
24, Teachers are too- strlct o
25- My parQﬂt;,}xke myhschooyf,
26. I'Qef along. well with'my teachers. ; )
27, T wish I could.qo§t school. i
28: I cooe to school on time. - - |
:29, I'get along well with other s;udents. oo
Teachefs are friendly. l‘ o ; .
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. e o _ e e
I : . SURVEY O PUPIL OPINION = - T
v : . Items Grouped By Factor . _
_ .Factor I: -  social Partiéipétion ' (7 iﬁems)
0 (6) I think school is fun. .‘ ) . L .6035‘
_ . (8) 1 hav,e avgood time in school. .6hih
> (9) Studénts in ‘this échool are friendly. .lé'l?_‘h
| '(29). I like my teachers. | L5483 '
R g (22) My teachers éan. take a joke. 487h ‘
- ~(23) I look ‘f6'1"wa'1_'_d.toirr.gy classes. ‘#—.ﬁ’+05‘35
| .(29) I get .along well witp othe'r,students'. 1318 -
Factor IT: L Perception of Teacherl' (9 iten)sv). |
(3) Teachérs are fair. . ke
| : "-(\H}) School is a waste of tlme : -.’4’4\1‘5
(7). vThe sbﬂoc;l }'ules‘ inake} 'senSe. | ,_‘.’4758
| (13) "’Teac;hers expect too m\i‘c:h; of stﬁdents. i -.5311
'(1"6')’. School 1S boring. * ~:h462 " B
TT(19) My téaéhérs play favorites. -.14563 .
(21) My teachﬁeré"iick on mé t65 much;, -.5272
(2k) Peachers are t'oo. strict. ;-.5888,_\
('30) Teachers are fri‘endiy'. .’+902"'
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APPENDIX_ 2 cont'd B :
T e o r’v. T
- - _* SURVEY OF PUPIL OPINION
L Items Grouped.By. Factor .
'\'\ § ’ .‘ . . ',.:";' | - o
Tactor III: ) Self-As-Stadent : - (8 items)
(1) Chances are good that I'll succeed in school. U G51B3 L i
(5). My parents locE aj my report card.. | I b5k \
(11) .I think I'm doink|better in school e
this year than I fid last year. : oo G
_____________________ ' ' (12). I'do my assign hts on time. S , . W62
’ (17) I take my Y choolwork se‘rio;_lsly'. o IR 5829
‘.’.‘ » . - - . ., ] . . e R (‘ ,‘A . . - - N
. (18) Teachers give me the help I need in school, +choL
(26) I'get- aiqng well with, my teachers. . Lkl ’
: s : ) . ' SO
(28) I come to school on time. . \ Y 3 SR

© (6 items)— .
s @) rimetoresas o 1T 2613
| iI-.235|-O_ ot —

Buffer Quéstions

—

(ZLO)‘ ‘I watch the clock duriﬁg class.

( ,l’;}:)::If__aisk_-_my;__tsaa_cheJ:sior_help;._ S e et 1 .2885 '
‘ ﬂ(l'5 ). My teacher‘»sl ﬁnderstand me. | \ - | 11T . ESéO
(25) My, parents like,my school: e | .IIr L2228
PO (é7)’ I wish I could quit school. T '11,.»?_61{3._" '

¢




